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9th Jowest rainfall in October in
T.N. recorded since 1901: IMD

Only Kannivakumari recorded an excess of 116% of monsoon rainfall in October. Central and north Tamil Nadu are likely

to receive below-normal rainfall in November. Met dept. says Chennai may receive light to moderate rain till Thursday

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he State recorded
T!he ninth lowest
rainfall in October

since 1901. Many districts
ended rain deficit this Oc-
tober as there were no
strong weather systems to
provide widespread rains.

S.Balachandran, Addi-
tional Director General of
Meteorology, Chennai,
said Tamil Nadu received
nearly 9.9 cm of rainfall
this October. The month
ended with a shortfall in
rain by nearly 42% against
its normal share of 17.1 cm.

Kanniyakumari was the
only district with an excess
of 116% of monsoon rainfall
in October.

While six districts, in-
cluding Coimbatore, Mad-
urai and Tirunelveli, re-
ceived normal rainfall,
most other districts, in-
cluding Chennai, regis-

-

Various placesin the State recei

tered a major deficit in
monsoon rainfall in Octob-
er.
Mr. Balachandran said
that Tamil Nadu had ear-
lier recorded worst Octob-
er rain during 2009 with a
staggering deficit of 65%

ved light rain on Tuesday. R.RAGU

and a shortfall by 61% in
2016.

Chennai  Nungambak-
kam experienced such
poor rainfall for the eighth
year in the past 73 years.
Similarly, Meenambakkam
ended up with a rain shor-

tage in October for the fifth
time, he said.

The Regional Meteoro-
logical Centre, Chennai,
has predicted an active
phase of Northeast mon-
soon from November 2.

According to the out-
look for November, central
and northern districts in
the State are likely to re-
ceive below normal rain-
fall. Those in the south Ta-
mil Nadu may receive
normal or above normal
rainfall, he added

A cyclonic circulation
near coastal region will
continue to bring rains ov-
er the State that may be
heavy insouth Tamil Nadu.

The State may begin to
experience fairly wides-
pread rainfall as many
places are expected to re-
ceive light to moderate rain
on November 3.

Districts along western
ghats and other districts
like Madurai, Dindigul and

Thoothukudi have chances
of heavy rain in one or two
places on Friday. Heavy
rain may spread to some of
the delta districts on
Saturday.

Rainfall was intermit-
tent as there were no
strong weather systems ex-
cept for easterly waves in
October.

On mist formation dur-
ing recent days, he noted
that relatively weak winds
at lower level and less

cloud cover had led to such
phenomenon before
rainspell.

Various places in the
State, including Tiruttani,
Madhavaram, Chemba-
rambakkam and Poona-
mallee, received light rain
between 8.30 a.m. and
5.30 p.m. on Tuesday.

The Meteorological De-
partment has forecast that
Chennai may receive light
to moderate rainfall in
some areas till Thursday.
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India’s first net zero
business park
launched in Chennai

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Capital.and Investment Li-
mited (CLI) has com-
menced operations  for
phase 1 of International
Tech Park Chennai, Radial
Road, in the presence of
Chief Minister M.K Stalin.
Minister for Industries, In-
vestment  Promotion &
Commerce T.R.B Rajaa and
Minister for MSME T.M An-
barasan were present at
the event. It first intends to
invest over Singapore $500
million in Chennai over the
next five years across mul-
fiple asset classes.

“To date, CLI has invest-
ed about S5750-55800 mil-
lion in Chennai and we ex-
pect to invest over 55500
million in the next five
years across multiple asset
classes, with a special fo-
cus on IT parks, logistics,
and data centres. We hope
to further contribute to the
government’s efforts in en-
hancing the States infras-
tructure,” Sanjeeyv Dasgup-
ta, CEOQ, CLI India said.

The company said that
this was the first business
park in India to be certified

by the Indian Green Build-
ing Council (IGBC) as Net
Zero for energy efficiency,
water conservation and
waste management. Locat-
ed along Chennai's newest
and fastest growing [T cor-
ridors, the 5 million sq. ft.
business park would offer
four Grade A office blocks
with the capacity to house
over 50,000 IT service pro-
fessionals. In phase 1, the
1.3 million sq.ft office block
has already signed a lease
commitment with Vestas
‘Wind Technology India for
about 250,000 sq. ft of of-
fice space. The develop-
ment of phase 2 is current-
Iv underway and set to
begin operations by se-
cond quarter of 2024,

Fhase 1 and phase 2 of
ITPC-Radial Road compris-
ing of 2.6 milion sguare
feet of office space is being
developed by Capitaland
Investment under the new-
Iy launched Capitaland In-
dia Growth Fund 2
(CIGF2), with a target fund
size ol S5525-million/ toin-
vest in Grade A business
parks-in' ‘prime- locations
across gateway cities in In-
dia.

Matters of defection should be taken
ot of the purview of the Speaker
t is a welcome sign of judicial assertion that
l the Supreme Court of India has Gxed a dea-

dline for the Maharshira Assembly Speaker
to adjudicate on petitions seeking the disgualif-
cation of members who had broken away from
the leadership of the Shiv Sena and the Mational-
it Congress Party (WP Long experience shows
that Speakers tend to treat disqualification issoes
with great alacrity or supine indifference, de-
pending om their political affiliabions. Despite be-
ing reminded from Gme to time of their duty to
remain newtral and demanstrate a sense of ur-
pency in dealing with questions arising out of the
Tenth Schedule of the Comstitution, the anb-de-
fiection law, presiding officers appear to place
political koyalties above thesir comstitutional duty.
It is quite fitting. therefore, that the apex court
has askesd Spealer Rabull Barwekar b decide the
disqualification petitions against Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde's camp by December 3 and those
concerning the NCPs breakaway group headed
by Deputy Chief Minister Ajst Pawar by amary
1, 2. The directions are a nataral fallow-up to
the outcome of a Consttution Bench decision on
By 11, 2023, in which the Speaker was asked to
decide the disqualification msue “within a re-
somable period”. The verdict came in a cise that
arose mut of a split in the Shiv Sena, leading o a
change of regime, with Uddhay Thackeray being
succeeded by Mr. Shinde as Chisf Minister.

Mone can dispuie that the Speaker has had
enaugh time to decide the matier, sven though a
few procedural aspects and the clubbing of peti-
tions may account for some delay. In an earlier
order in September, the Court had observed that
it expected the Speaker o show deference o its
diirectioms, expecilly when heisacting = a tribu-
nal under the Tenth Schedule. Bven without jud-
icial orders, the isue of whether a member has
imcurred disqualification is not a matter which
can be dealt with in a leisurely or partisan man-
ner. Recent political history is rife with imstances
of ruling parties casually recnidting members of
the Opposition in several States withowt any fear
of disqpmbification, as they know that friendhy
Speakers will not disgualify them. At the end of
its judgment in the Kamataka disqualification
case, the Court ohserved that “there is a growing
trend of Speakers acting against the constitution-
al duty of being meutral”. In Manipar, the Couart
went =0 fir as o remove a Minister from office af
ter the Speaker failed to decde, even long, after
the expiry of a judicial deadline, whether the b§-
nister had incurned disqualification for defection.
%0 long as the Speaker is vested with the author-
ity o adindicate disqualiication issaes, it will be
diffscult to free matters of defection fom the
thicket of politice.
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Messi wins record-extending
eighth Ballon dOr

The Argentine superstar claims the coveted honour ahead of Haaland and Mbappe:

Spanish midfielder Bonmati takes the women’s award

FOOTBALL

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

ionel Messi won the
L eighth Ballon d'Or of

his remarkable ca-
reer at a glittering ceremo-
ny in Paris on Monday,
while Spain’s World Cup-
winning star Aitana Bon-
mati took the women’s
prize.

For Messi, the trophy re-
wards his inspirational per-
formances during last
vear’s World Cup in Qatar
when he skippered Argen-
tina to victory, scoring se-
ven goals and being de-
clared the tournament’s
best player.

Crowning moment

It was the crowning mo-
ment of his astonishing ca-
reer, and it allowed him to
see off competition, in par-
ticular from Erling Haa-
land, Kylian Mbappe, and
Kevin De Bruyne, to take
the award on the stage of
the Chatelet Theatre in
Paris.

“This is a gift to the
whole Argentina team for
what we have achieved,”
said Messi on stage after re-
ceiving his award from Da-
vid Beckham, the co-own-
er of Inter Miami for which
the 36-year-old legend now
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The Best! Messi and Bonmati, who were instrumental in their countries winning the World Cup, with the
big prize. arFp

turns out. Messi dedicated
the trophy to late Argenti-
na legend Diego Marado-
na, who would have cele-
brated his 63rd birthday
on Monday.

“Happy birthday Diego.
This is for you too.” he
said.

The women's prize
seemed even more clear
cut, as Bonmati was re-
warded for starring as
Spain won the World Cup
in Australia in August.

The 25-year-old midfel-
der was named the best
player at the World Cup as
the Spanish team over
came off-field turbulence,
including protests against
their national federation
and coach Jorge Vilda, to
lift the trophy.

“It is difficult to improve
on this. It has been a un-
ique year.

“If anyone said to me
when I was little that 1
would play at the Camp

Nou, win the World Cup,
two Champions Leagues, a
Ballon &0r, a UEFA award,
these are extraordinary
things,” said Bonmati.

Last vear’s winner Alex:
ia Putellas, also part of that
Spain side, was not nomi-
nated after missing almost
all of last season with a
knee injury.

Australia’s Sam Kerr
came second with team-
mate Salma Paralluelo in
third place.
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